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The Project

• Funded by the Council on Library and Information 
Resources Digitizing Hidden Collections Grant

• 55,000 items from 19 collections

• Available for free: credo.library.umass.edu as well as 
Digital Commonwealth and Digital Public Library of 
America

• Explore the experience of disability in the United States 
and the evolution of the disability rights movement



Digitization Program

• Developed our digital 
repository in 2009

• Digitized entire Du Bois Papers

• We have ~250,000 items in 
Credo today

• Efficient workflow



Collecting Focus

• Collect material from a variety of 
interconnected social change movements

• Disability has become a focus of ours in the 
past decade

• Cover deaf education, psychiatric survivors 
movement, the fight for physical 
accessibility, and the AIDS crisis. 

• Institutional records and personal papers



Hudson Family Papers

• Erasmus Darwin Hudson was 
an orthopedic surgeon and 
abolitionist

• Worked to improve artificial 
limbs during the Civil War

• Contributed to the 
development of modern 
prosthesis



Clarke School for the Deaf

• Established in 1867

• Teaches deaf children how to speak and lip-read

• Pioneer in oral deaf education

• Teaching program

• Alexander Graham Bell Association

• 150 year history



International Center for the Disabled

• Founded in 1917

• Outpatient Rehabilitation center for WWI veterans

• Vocational training, recreational activities



Belchertown State School Friends Association

• Belchertown State School founded in 
1922 to provide care for persons with 
developmental disabilities

• In 1972 Ben Ricci filed a lawsuit against 
the school

• School closed in 1992

• Friends Association was established in 
1954 to promote improved conditions



Ionel Florian Rapaport

• Rapaport was an endocrinologist and 
psychopathologist

• Researched the social aspects of mental 
disorders and juvenile delinquency

• In 1956, he discovered a statistical correlation 
between the incidences of Down Syndrome 
and exposure to fluoride

• His research was widely cited by anti-
fluoridation advocates



Robert and Martha Perske

• Advocates for people with intellectual disabilities

• Worked at the Kansas Neurological Institute

• Bob wrote and Martha illustrated 16 books and 
hundreds of articles

• Worked to end institutionalization of persons 
with disabilities

• Served as the executive director of the Greater 
Omaha Association for Retarded Citizens

• Advocate for people with intellectual disabilities 
in prison



Cynthia ‘Kalisa’ Miller

• Psychiatric survivor, feminist, 
lesbian, and writer

• Member of Project Release

• Protested electroconvulsive 
therapy



Judi Chamberlin

• Pioneer in the psychiatric survivors’ 
movement

• Fought for human rights

• Key member of the Mental 
Patients’ Liberation Front

• Wrote On Our Own: Patient-
Controlled Alternatives to the 
Mental Health System

• Cross-disability activism



Rae Unzicker

• Psychiatric Survivor, public servant, 
and disability civil rights activist

• Wrote memoir You Never Gave me 
M & M’s 

• Founded the South Dakota Mental 
Health Advocacy Project

• Appointed to the National Council 
on Disability



Lucy Gwin

• Escaped from New Medico Brain 
Rehabilitation Center

• All-disability advocate

• Founder of Mouth Magazine: The 
Voice of Disability Rights



Denise Karuth and Fred Pelka

• Activists and historians of the 
disability rights movement

• Karuth worked to secure 
accessible and affordable mass 
transit

• Pelka has written multiple books 
on disability issues



Paul Kahn

• Artist, writer, and activist

• Editor of Disability Issues

• Activist in the independent living 
movement

• Worked as a member of the 
Massachusetts Governor’s 
Advisory Commission on the 
Disability Policy



Elmer C. Bartels

• Commissioner of the 
Massachusetts Rehabilitation 
Commission

• Focused on vocation 
rehabilitation and independent 
living

• Founded Massachusetts 
Association of Paraplegics



Silvio O. Conte

• United States House of Representatives

• In office during the HIV/AIDS crisis and 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990

• Weekly radio show



Boston AIDS Consortium

• Established in 1988

• Addressed the needs of people at 
risk of or living with HIV/AIDS

• Coordinated the allocation and 
distribution of the Ryan White 
CARE Act funds



Kevin McVeigh

• Kevin McVeigh anti-nuclear activist 
and HIV/AIDS advocate

• Founded the AIDS Community 
Group of Franklin County

• Ryan White CARE Act

• Health care in rural Massachusetts



Selection

• We cannot scan everything

• Robust vs sampling of materials

• Substantial amount of material from all 
19 collections

• Research value

• Visually interesting

• Unique



Description
• MODS

• SCUA Best guidelines

• Unique challenges when working with 
disability collections



Privacy

• Creator

• Published

• Content

• Age of material

• Living people

• Full names

• Public disability



Inclusive Language
• People first language

• Use terms and phrases that 
people have chosen for 
themselves

• Deaf vs. deaf



Historic Terminology

• Historical terms may be 
considered outdated or 
offensive.

• Historical organizations used 
historical terms in their names

• Use modern terminology when 
describing



Subject headings

• Group related material together with a 
single subject term

• Create local headings when LCSH not 
sufficient

• Different members of a group may prefer 
different terms

• Psychiatric survivors use a variety of 
terms



Accessibility

• Audit from Umass’ Assistive 
Technologies Center

• Metadata available under 
Creative Commons license

• Items do not have full-text

• A/V material will have 
captions



Exhibit
• On display now

• Creating corresponding online exhibit



COVID-19

• Unexpected

• Working remotely

• Interrupted workflow

• Unclear how this will affect 
timeline of the project



Conclusion

Goals:
• Freely available and accessible

• Digital foundation to explore the experience of 
disability and the evolution of the disability rights 
movement

Challenges:
• Privacy

• Language

• Subject Headings



Questions?

Kyle Boyd

UMass Amherst

kyleboyd@umass.edu


