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Why Stebbins?

- Collections Access Project
+ Increase public¢ acgess tolour resources
- Popularity il
|
- Importance |
+ Nathaniel L. Stebbins
+ Marine photographer |
+ Architectural photographer
+ Institutional history ‘}
+ Acquired by founder, \\'ilh“%',ml Sumner Appleton

- Preservation

Historic New England has angoing initiative, called the Collections Access Project,
which is an effort to increase public accessibility to our collections. As part of that
project, Historic New England has created an online portal to our collections and has
digitized and catalogued many collections and items.

The Nathaniel L. Stebbins collection was chosen to be digitized for this initiative
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It is also an important collection. Stebbins was a noted marine photographer and
architectural photographer active from the 1880s to his death in 1922. Stebbins is
important to the study of the history of New England photography and the study of
the history of marine photography.

The collection is also important to us institutionally. Our founder, William Sumner
Appleton, recognized Stebbins importance and sought out the collection and
acquired it in 1929.

We also wanted to digitize the Stebbins collection to help preserve it. Accessing it
puts stress on the materials and takes a great deal of staff and researcher time.



The Collection

- 2,500 negatives
= 6,000 prints
- 1880s to ca. 1922

- Images document: - Fire and police boats
+ Sailing vessels * Races
+ Steamships + Boatyards
+ Ferries + Dockside facilities
- Naval vessels * Yacht clubs
+ Tugboats « Architecture

TheStebbins collection consists of 2,500 glass plate negatives and 6,000 prints, as
well as a small collection of other materials such as daybooks with records of the
photographs Stebbins took. The materials date from the 1880s to ca. 1922, the time
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For this project, only the prints were digitized.

The collection documents: (see following slides)



Recreational sailing vessels



Commercial sailing vessels



Steamships



1
E
.}E
=

Ferries



Naval vessels



Tugboats



Fire boats
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Police boats
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Races
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Boatyards
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Dockside facilities
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Yacht clubs
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And architecture, mostly from within Boston, Mass.
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